‘ An Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

800-794-1989
www.freestate.coop
Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative }QT

FREESTATE ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE, INC.

Happy Holidays

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Larry Butel
Overbrook

Bill Conley
Delia

Karol Lohman
Leavenworth

Don Montgomery
Burlingame

Jeanine Murphy
Leavenworth

Ralph Phillips
Mayetta

Rob Sage
Maple Hill

Matthew Turecek
Valley Falls
Mark Wulfkuhle

Lawrence

STAFF
Christopher Parr
CEO

DISTRICT OFFICES

MCLOUTH OFFICE

P.O. Box 70

McLouth, KS 66054-0070
Mon.-Thu: 7 am.-5:30 p.m. .

TEMP. TOPEKA OFFICE
7332 SW. 2lst St.

Topeka, KS 66615

Mon-Thu: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

NOTICE

FreeState offices will be
closed on DEC. 24, 25
and JAN. 1 to observe the
holidays.

Aaron McMullen
Adam Hernandez
Amanda Tarwater
Andrew Moore
Anthony Pousher
Ashley Karl

Beth Miller

Billy Denzer
Blake Atwood
Blake Blassingame
Bobby Riedel
Brad Heideman
Brent Edgecomb
Britton Anderson
Brooks Vaughn
Bryce Best

Chase Mills

Chris Parr
Christina Mitchell
Cole Bryant
Connor McManus
Corey Ealy

Danny Mehrhoff
Darcy Winingham
Darren Anderson
David Gechter
Dean Lasher
Deborah Anderson

WE'VE '
MOVEDe

(ternporariy)

Derek Frazier
Derrick Brown
Dustin Crotinger
Eli Atkins

Elle Cloyd

Gary Willits
Grant Walker
Greg Kramer
Jacob Pineau
Jake Kelly

Jeff Werner
Jeremy Cameron
Jill Taggart

Jim Holwick
John Hamm
Jordann Moody
Justin Seele
Keyan Crawford
Kim Howbert
Kyle Fritz

Kyle Hallgren
Kyle Hammer
Kyle Sharp

Lane Burris
Loren Goss

Lori Kloepper
Marcus Steinlage
Mark Raines

From our co-op family to yours, we wish you a
merry holiday season and prosperous new year!
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During renovations, the Topeka office will be temporarily relocated

to 7332 SW. 21 Street, with member service representatives available

from 8 am.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday. The McLouth office will remain

open with regular hours (7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.) through May 2026.
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Energy Use Coordinator
MATT LAMBERT
encourages safety and
smarts with space
heaters and generators
in this special Ask Matt
Feature. In the winter,
people are more likely
to use a generator
during a power outage
and to use space
heaters to keep warm.

DEAR MATT,

MY BILL SEEMED VERY HIGH
LAST MONTH, AND I’'M NOT
SURE WHY. | USED A SPACE
HEATER TO SUPPLEMENT AND
KEPT MY FURNACE SET LOW. SO,
SHOULDN’T MY BILL BE LOWER?
Space heaters seem to make perfect
sense when the temperatures drop, but
they often don’t make “cents” when
looking at the bigger picture.

One of the most common
misconceptions is that space heaters
save you money. They can be a
practical solution, but you still have to
plug them in, and they can pull quite a
bit of electricity.

Although space heaters come in all
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shapes and sizes, from large elaborate
looking wooden fireplaces to small
ceramic boxes, most use around

the same amount of electricity. The
standard size is 1,500 watts, and no
matter how big it is or how much you
spent, all 1,500-watt units use the same
amount of electricity and put out the
same amount of heat.

Space heaters can save energy if
you want to heat a small space, or
supplement heat in one room. For
example, if you are watching television
and want to make it toasty, you can
plug in a small space heater rather
than crank up the furnace and heat
the entire house. You can save money
this way by turning down your primary
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heating source while the space heater
keeps the room you are in warm. Space
heaters are not cost-effective when
it comes to heating larger areas or
multiple rooms. Your furnace is going
to be much more cost-effective.

Instead of using space heaters to take
the cold away, try getting to the real
problems that cause you to need them.
Is there cold air coming into your home
or an inefficient furnace? FreeState
does have access to resources, like
Attic Report Card, that can help
you determine if you are losing heat
through your attic.

Space heaters can be a great way to
heat a small room for a limited time
and are convenient because of their



THE COST OF YOUR SPACEHEATER
To get an idea of your space heater’s daily operating cost, you can
calculate the following:

(watts) (hours of operation)
(1,000)

X (kWh rate)

If you have a 1,500-watt space heater that runs 24 hours per day
and you pay the Single Phase Residential rate of 13128¢ per kWh, what
is the energy cost to operate just the space heater. (not including the
service charge or demand charge)

(1,500watts) (24 hrs) X (3728¢
1000) (13128¢)
36000y 131g¢)
(1,000)

36 X (13128¢ ) = 472.608¢ or $4.73

If you run the space heater all day it will cost about $4.73 more for
this single appliance.

Using that same formula, if you calculate usage for only three hours
per day in the evening when you are watching television, it would
add only 59¢.

As you can see, the longer you utilize the space heater, the more it
costs, and it can add up quickly. Alternatively, if you are able to reduce
your furnace settings and supplement with a space heater only where
you are, you may save, depending on the efficiency of your furnace.

DEAR MATT,
I’M THINKING ABOUT GETTING A
GENERATOR FOR MY HOME. WHAT

The short answer to your question is wattage.
Generators are rated by wattage and the
appliances in your home are also assigned

portability and ease of use. | use one myself in a shed that |
only need to heat when | am working in it. They are just not
always a great way to save money on your utility bill.

Do some research and purchase a unit that fits your needs.
Some use radiant heat to heat objects and people, some use
convection that warms the air and others are combination
heaters that utilize both radiant heat and convection.

If you are going to use a space heater just remember that
your bills can inflate if you're using a space heater on top of
another heating source. SPACE HEATERS ARE ALSO ONE OF
THE LEADING CAUSES OF FIRES IN HOMES.

FOLLOW THESE SAFETY TIPS

» Purchase a heater with the seal of an independent
testing laboratory.

> Keep the heater at least 3 feet away from anything that can
burn, including people.

» Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat
protection.

» Place the heater on a solid, flat surface.

> Make sure your heater has an auto shut-off to turn the
heater off if it tips over.

> Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic. Never
block an exit.

» Keep children away from the space heater.

» Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet. Never use an
extension cord.

start-up of the refrigerator and furnace, and
turning them off for the short time you use
the microwave. If you do these things, you

SIZE OR TYPE DO |1 NEED TO LOOK
AT GETTING?
That’s a timely question! Generators are a
great source of backup power.

A portable generator is designed to have
a few things plugged into it. A standby
generator powers all or part of your home
and can automatically start when the power
goes out. A standby generator should always
be installed by a certified electrician.

I'm going to focus on portable generators.

wattage according to the energy they consume.
Ideally, you could add up the wattages needed
during emergencies, and that determines the
generator size you'll need. However, there’s a
little more to it than that.

This box shows typical wattages for a
few common home appliances. You can
find this information for a specific appliance
in the owner’s manual. For example, the
items in that box add up to 5,300 watts to
start up, and 2,900 watts to keep running.
The recommendation is that you
oversize your unit for surges and

could get by with a 3,000 watt generator, or
even less if you forego the use of so many
items at once.

Do not forget about sensitive electronics. If
you will use the generator for them, you may
want to make sure the unit you purchase has
automatic voltage regulators for protection.

The bottom line is that the generator you
purchase should fit your needs. Also, when
you do purchase and utilize your generator
always follow proper generator safety.

ITEM START-UP | RUNNING |

additional load, so for this example,  Five Lights 300 Watts 300 Watts
7l G2 S Refrigerator 1,600 Watts 200 Watts
watt generator.

However, if you are willing to Furnace (1/4 HP Fan) 1,600 Watts 600 Watts
employ a few savvy strategies, you Television 300 Watts 300 Watts
could get by with a smaller model. Microwave 1,500 Watts 1,500 Watts
i vouldmeen saggerng the

DECEMBER 2025

B KANSAS COUNTRY LIVING 12C



THE OUTLET FROM FREESTATE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Timely Reminders ...

NO COLD WEATHER RULE
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FreeState Electric Cooperative does not participate in the
Cold Weather Rule established by the Kansas Corporation
Commission (KCC), a rule which restricts electric disconnects
from Nov. 1 through March 31, when temperature forecasts are
35 degrees or below.

FreeState Electric Cooperative is not mandated by this
policy and has been responsible for establishing its own
appropriate seasonal rules since 1996. All accounts are subject
to disconnection for nonpayment and are not governed by
temperature.

If you have any questions about FreeState’s seasonal rules
or billing options, please call our office at 800-794-1989.

SERVING YOUR COOPERATIVE
The 2026 trustee election cycle
starts soon!

If you are thinking about serving
your cooperative, candidates must:

» Be an individual.

> Be able to enter
legally binding contracts.

> Not have been previously
removed or disqualified as a trustee.

» While a trustee, not be convicted of, or plead guilty
to, a felony.

» Earn the credentialed cooperative trustee designation,
trustee’s certificate, or similar designation of certification
from the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
within three years of becoming a trustee.

» Comply with any other reasonable qualifications
determined by the board.

Board applications are available at
www.freestate.coop/annualmeeting and due
BY THURSDAY, JAN. 29, 2026, AT 5:30 P.M.
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YOUTH PROGRAM APPLICATIONS
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FreeState 2025 representatives Tilly Johnson (left), Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour, and Charlesey Coffin (right), Cooperative
Youth Leadership Camp.

Youth programs are all-expenses-paid trips that are truly
experiences of a lifetime for those selected. One student
will have an opportunity to visit Washington, D.C., for the
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour in June, and one student
will experience Steamboat Springs, Colorado, during the
Cooperative Youth Leadership Camp in July.

The two selected high school students will also receive
a $1,000 scholarship. Any high school junior living in the
FreeState Electric Cooperative territory whose parent or
guardian is a FreeState member is eligible.

FIND OUT MORE AND APPLY AT
WWW.FREESTATE.COOP/ YOUTH BY FEB. 12, 2026.

GIS AUDIT

FreeState Electric Cooperative, Inc. has contracted
Global Mapping Solutions (GMS) to carry out a field
audit on its infrastructure and has granted permission
for GMS to utilize all easements and right-of-way areas.
If you have any questions, please call the office or visit
www.freestate.coop/GIS.

~GMS

GLOBAL MAPPING SOLUTIONS
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