


A NOTE FROM CHARLESEY
As I reflect on my week at Cooperative Youth Leadership Camp, one 
phrase comes to mind: try new things. This camp pulled me straight 
out of my shell on day one. I stepped onto the bus on Friday, and 
immediately was greeted with the kindest smiles by the counselors 
and other campers. That’s when I knew this would be the best week 
of my life.

I sat by a new person about every 2-3 hours, which forced me to 
learn to socialize on my feet and use cooperation as well as pushed 
me to make new friends. This might have been the start of my favorite 
parts of the trip: getting to know everyone around me. 

I am usually not someone who wants to introduce myself and 
become friends with all of my peers, but the idea that was planted 
into my brain early in the week was the idea of trying new things. So, 
throughout the week, that is exactly what I did. I introduced myself to 
all of the other students who attended CYLC, and made friends with 
each and every one of them.

I was closer to some rather than others, such as my camp best 
friend, Lucy. Lucy pushed me so hard to try new things. We both ran 
to be on the board together, and she pushed me to run for an officer 
position, which led me to holding the board vice president position. 
She also pushed me to run for next year’s ambassador team, which 
also led me to getting a spot. Now, because of her and the support of 
all of the counselors and other campers, I get to return next year to 
push next year’s campers to try new things.

Overall, I am so very grateful for this experience and how it has 
changed me since I have been home. I’ve been a kinder human, a more 
responsible leader and overall someone who puts herself out there more 
often, unafraid of the opinions of those around me. I made the best 
friends in the world, as well as I gained a deeper understanding of the 
community aspect of cooperatives and how it truly takes a strong team 
and community to keep one much like FreeState in good standing. I am 
forever thankful for FreeState’s support in allowing me to attend.

Thank you so much!

CHARLESEY COFFIN

Charlesey Coffin, FreeState’s delegate for the Cooperative 
Youth Leadership Camp, is the daughter of Abby Coffin and 
Michael Coffin.

B U I L D I N G  YO U N GLeaders

The camp brought together 77 high school student leaders from 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado and Wyoming sponsored by 45 electric 
and agriculture cooperatives. 

The 48th Annual Cooperative Youth Leadership Camp (CYLC) 
was held July 11-17 near scenic Steamboat Springs, Colorado.

“I made the best 
friends in the 
world, as well as 
I gained a deeper 
understanding over 
the community 
aspect of 
cooperatives and 
how it truly takes 
a strong team and 
community to 
keep one much 
like FreeState in 
good standing,” 
Charlesey said. 
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Educational sessions covered leadership development, conflict 
resolution and co-op career opportunities. Highlights included 
electric safety demonstrations by cooperative linemen, a live 
raptor presentation from HawkQuest, and a tour of the Craig 
Power Station.

Charlesey was one of six campers that were elected as camp 
ambassadors by their peers and will return to the 2026 camp as 
student counselors.

Throughout the weeklong camp, students gained hands-on 
experience in cooperative business operations by forming and 
managing a mock candy cooperative. They elected a board of 
directors, appointed a general manager, created committees, and 
held daily membership meetings, mirroring the real-world structure 
of member-owned cooperatives. The board is pictured above, with 
our delegate, Charlesey, (front, second from left) as vice president.

CYLC offered more than just professional growth opportunities; it built a sense of camaraderie and adventure. Students explored the natural 
beauty of Mount Werner, experienced the charm of downtown Steamboat Springs, and braved the rapids of the Colorado River on a rafting 
trip. Recreational highlights included a volleyball tournament, swimming, a talent show and a dance. 
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Your FreeState Electric Bill has a Fresh New Look
FreeState will soon introduce an 
updated look to the monthly bill. 
The new two-sided bill will have all 
the information included in your 
previous bill, just displayed differently. 
In addition, the new bill now includes 
messages on both sides about programs 
we offer and important information 
about the cooperative. 

“We are looking forward to the 
ability to add more dynamic messaging 
right on the bill,” said Chris Parr, CEO. 
“In the past we would have used a bill 
insert and those have become more 

costly. This new bill will allow everyone 
to see the messaging, even those on 
postage-free options like paperless 
billing or prepaid accounts.”

“Members that monitor their bills 
closely will notice additional details 
on the back of the bill,” said Corey 
Ealy, director of member services. “We 
have elected to add a comparison 
of the current bill to the previous 
month and year in the graph and 
circles. Temperature information is also 
included since it is a major factor in 
energy usage.”

The new look is only in the 
presentation. Nothing has changed with 
your programs or what type of rate 
you are on. You will just be able to see 
more information about your account. 

The co-op hopes that this update 
will make the bill clearer and easier to 
understand. 

We encourage you to look over your 
new bill when you get it, and if you do 
have questions about it you can give 
us a call at 800-794-1989 and we would 
be happy to help you understand the 
updated format.

A. Front and center on the new bill is what you most need to know: 
the amount you owe and the due date. 

B. The message center provides important updates about your account 
and the cooperative. 

C. These icons highlight payment options, ways to save, featured 
programs and outage information. 

D. The bottom is the payment stub to return with your payment. 
Make sure FreeState’s address shows through the window on the return 
envelope if you are paying by mail.

E. Meter information including your usage for the billing period can be 
found at the top.

F. Billing details are itemized in this area.

G. These bubbles compare your usage to the same month last year and 
the prior month, along with daily averages. You can see the full year in 
the graph on the left above.

H. Need to make a quick cash payment? Use the barcode at left at a 
Vanilla Direct merchant. On the right is a reminder to download and use 
SmartHub, which we enthusiastically recommend. 

E. Meter information including your usage for the billing period can be A. Front and center on the new bill is what you most need to know: 
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